
The woods have been in existence for centuries and are classified as ancient 
woodland. Canaston Wood is listed by the Elizabethan George Owen is his 
æDescription of Pembrokeshireç (1603) as one of the best standing woods in the 
county. Originally part of the Slebech Estate, the Woods are all that is left of a much 
larger forest of Oak, Ash and Hazel, which was an important source of timber for 
the Estate. For hundreds of years, smaller trees were used for firewood, while the 
Oaks were allowed to grow on and were used for building and shipbuilding. Large 
quantities of timber were also converted into charcoal and used to fuel the iron 
foundry, which then existed near Blackpool Mill.  

By the end of the 18th century, the historian 
Richard Fenton recorded that, æthe whole forest, 
without any reserve, from an over anxiousness 
of gain, was at once laid lowç. From this time 
coppicing became the means of ensuring a 
regular supply of timber. 

In 1834 the Baron de Rutzen of Slebech 
imported wild boar via Hamburg and introduced 
them to the wood to satisfy his passion for 
hunting. The hostility and resentment it caused 
amongst his tenants was enough to quash his 
intentions of importing wolves. 
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