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Background to the Action Plan 
 
Lampeter Velfrey is located in south Pembrokeshire, midway between Narberth and 
Whitland. A community appraisal was carried out in 1990 and the results were 
compiled into the community’s first Action Plan.   
 
Competed proposals include: 

·  Play Area improvements  
·  Village Heritage Leaflet 
·  Interpretation Board 
·  Public path improvements 
·  Study of the School Room 

 
In 2007 it was agreed to compile a fresh Action Plan, to gain a snap shot of local 
needs and aspirations for the future. During February, two Community Visioning 
Workshops were facilitated by PLANED, a short questionnaire was circulated and in 
April a consultation exercise was held with local young people.  
 
The information gathered has been drawn up into a draft Action Plan. After reviewing 
this initial draft with workshop participants, the revised version will be circulated to 
the whole community. It will include an invitation to a Public Meeting, where it will be 
considered in detail. The final version agreed at that meeting will provide a summary 
of what local people regard as priorities for community action.  
 
The Visioning Workshops consisted of the following exercises:  
 

·  Something Special – celebrating the special qualities of the community. 
·  A Community Audit – listing the main features and facilities 
·  The Community in the Bigger Picture – considering global and local issues 
·  Weaknesses, Threats, Strengths and Opportunities 
·  The Vision for 2017 – an aspirational view of the future 
·  Skills and Resources Audit – illustrating the variety of local skills 
·  Translating Ideas into Action – using the information to plan projects 

 

The Action Plan Area 
 
This draft Action Plan covers approximately 150 homes in and around the immediate 
vicinity of Lampeter Velfrey village and including the hamlet of Llanmill. The 
Community Council covers a much larger area, stretching from the A40 in the north, 
to Ludchurch in the south.   
 
Lampeter Velfrey village is three miles east of Narberth and about four miles west of 
Whitland. It lies south of the River Marlais, in the scenic Vale of Lampeter.  
 
The village runs west from Brynsion Chapel with its small vestry building, along a 
single street of houses, past the Church and School Room, the war memorial and a 
children’s playground. Facilities include a post box, notice board and public 
telephone. The former village school is situated to the south of Brynsion Chapel and 
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is now a residence. There is a good network of public paths and the Landsker 
Borderlands trail passes through the community. 
 
Other interesting buildings include the Rectory, the ancient parish church of St 
Peters and Lampeter House. Today this is the headquarters of a publishing company 
and during the summer it provides a picturesque setting for a variety of quality music, 
dance and opera productions.  
 
In addition to this enterprise, a number of other businesses are based in and around 
the village, including Mason Bros contractors; trout fishing lakes at White Mill; 
farmhouse visitor accommodation and various other small businesses.    
  
The village is surrounded by farms, some still in full agricultural use but many have 
diversified into alternative businesses including holiday cottages. Others are 
operated as smallholdings - several are organic - with the main source of income 
being found elsewhere. Aquatic plants are grown locally and a nursery specialising in 
bamboo is situated at Dyffryn, part of a plant trail leaflet. 
 
The market town of Whitland has a large cattle market and a small commercial 
centre which serves basic shopping and service needs.  The other nearby town, 
Narberth, has developed into an altogether more sophisticated centre, catering for a 
range of tastes.  A crematorium, serving West Wales, is situated on the road 
between Narberth and Lampeter Velfrey.  
 

Local History 
 
The place name ‘Lampeter Velfrey’ means the ‘Church of St Peter (Llanbedr) in 
Efeleffre’. After 400AD Efeleffre became a subdivision of an ancient Welsh region 
which extended just east of Narberth to Carmarthen. During Norman times it became 
a reeveship under the Lord of Narberth and when Pembroke was created in 1536, 
Efelfre was included in it instead of Carmarthenshire.  
 
There is a long history of settlement in the area. There is a Neolithic site near the 
School House and traces of prehistoric cooking hearths have been found at the 
eastern end of Marlais View. Several minor prehistoric sites have also been recorded 
and the whole parish is dotted with Bronze Age barrows and standing stones. A 
grassy mound behind the Rectory, Castell Cynan, is the site of an earthen castle, 
probably dating from the time of the Norman Conquest. The village is renowned for 
its fossils and an extensive collection is housed in the Sedgewick Museum 
Cambridge and the Welsh Museum Cardiff. which originate from Ffynon Claff Area in 
Lampeter Velfrey.  The last fire in the lime kilns was in 1936 at Bryn Banc Farm. 
 
In the 13th century the parish church was rebuilt on the present site which may have 
existed as a place of worship from Celtic times. The earliest references to the 
adjoining Rectory were not until 1670. Rector Richard Lewis was responsible for a 
major restoration of the church in 1860, providing new furnishings, roofs and 
windows. The interior walls and arches mostly date from medieval times. Restoration 
work took place in 1998 and a more accessible path was laid recently. A War 
memorial stands in front of the church. 
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The nearby School Room stands on the site of cottage that was bequeathed as an 
almshouse by a Lewis John in 1696. It served in that capacity until Narberth 
Workhouse was erected in 1838. Subsequently, churchgoers stabled their horses 
and the school met upstairs. Rector Lewis had it rebuilt in 1854 and it operated until 
1905.  
 
Meanwhile, the local Congregationalists had built their own school and chapel at 
Bryn Sion. The old school there is now the vestry building.  
 
It became a Board School 
in 1870 and in 1895, a 
new school was erected 
up the hill (pictured right).  
 
It closed in 1973 and is 
now a residence. Glyn 
Daniel an archaeologist 
and popular broadcaster 
was born there in 1914, 
son of the headmaster of 
that time. 
 
There is evidence of several pubs operating in the village over the centuries. The 
Bush which opened in 1851 at Canoldre and moved to the shop next door, closing 
just before the Second World War. Manchester House was a village shop until 1989. 
Evidence of business here, including James Davies, a drapers and grocer, dates 
back to the end of the nineteenth century. 
 
Although a predominantly agricultural community – the pattern of farm holdings was 
established by the 17th century - small scale industry also took place. As early as 
1532 White Mill was a centre for corn grinding and water was impounded at Melinau 
to power mills for Treffgarne and Rhyddgoed farms.  
 
Quarrying was referred to by George Owen in 1603, who recorded that limestone 
had been ‘anciently digged’ in Lampeter Velfrey. Lime kiln remains are visible today.  
 
The nearby hamlet of Llanmill, was a centre for the woollen business and in 1770, a 
fulling mill stood near Llanmill House. There was another at Dyffryn Farm and third 
near Venterin. The business developed rapidly with steam power and at the turn of 
the century Brynvale was built to house the mill workers.  However, despite 
international acclaim, the business closed down in the inter war depression. 
 
The village has made a notable contribution to the Welsh quilting tradition.  A quilt 
made up of woollen squares (possible samples from the woollen mill at nearby 
Llannmill) was made by a tailor in Lampeter Velfrey in 1895. This quilt is now part of 
the collection in the Victoria and Albert museum and is featured in a recent book on 
quilting by Katte Fasset.  
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In the Towy  guide to Welsh Quilts by Jen Jones, mention is made of the lively 
tradition of cot quilts; a photograph in the guide shows Theadora Thomas, born 
1901, of Lampeter Velfrey, with a cot quilt made for her brother in 1905.  
 

People and A Sense of Place 
 
An exercise carried out during the Community Visioning workshops encouraged 
residents to sum up the essential qualities of their community.  
 
Lampeter Velfrey was described as quiet and a ‘lovely rural place’ with traditional 
values. It is a strong, friendly, ecumenical community and the friendly, helpful people 
help to make it a special place. Its physical setting, in farmland, surrounded by trees, 
with beautiful scenery and proximity to the river, is much appreciated.  
 
This is borne out by the results of the community questionnaire which cited the 
quality of the local environment and the potential for a change of lifestyle, such as 
smallholding, as the primary reason of those who had moved there in recent years. 
 
The unpolluted environment and its variety of wildlife, including otters, birds and 
different plant species, such as the lesser spotted orchids, are also a source of pride. 
Other valued features include the ‘Dyffryn bamboos’ and ‘the Colonel’s roses.’ 
 
The environment as an important source of livelihood was highlighted. Farming, 
some of it organic and trout fishing lakes were mentioned. There is general interest 
in sustainable living and a good relationship between different generations. 
 
Village history and heritage is valued. The medieval church with its window 
commemorating the Boer war; the Victorian school house and grade II listed war 
memorial, were also mentioned.  
 
Local culture is a source of pride - links to the Mabinogion and the present day 
performances at Lampeter House were highlighted. A number of artists and crafts 
people live locally and contribute to local fund raising events.  
 
There is a strong sense of community which is echoed in pride in the Playing Field, 
the Sunday school etc. Fund raising events over the past few years have drawn 
people, original residents and newcomers, closer together. There is also a general 
feeling of safety in this relatively crime free area. 
 
The village is regarded as accessible from the A40 and with train stations at 
Narberth and Whitland, is well placed for rail travellers. Its position is also regarded 
as central for access to the coast and Preseli hills.  
 

Lampeter Velfrey in the Future 
 
At the Community Visioning workshops, global issues with local implications were 
discussed. The impact of large supermarkets on local shops and services, the 
importance of quality food - locally produced, if possible, along with energy and 
recycling, were all issues for concern.  



 6 

 
Participants said that their vision for the future of  for Lampeter Velfrey: 

·  To have its own Village Hall, where a variety of activities would take place. 
The Hall would incorporate sustainable principles and a car park would 
include recycling facilities.  

·  Some sporting facilities are also needed in Lampeter Velfrey, which once 
fielded its own cricket team. 

·  Local organisations would include a History Group and Walking Group and a 
Mother and Toddlers group. There would also be a Youth Club. 

·  The provision of affordable housing to encourage young local people to stay 
in the area. These homes would be built on sustainable principles, 
incorporating solar and wind energy. 

·  The village would once again have a pub, shop and post office. There would 
be opportunities to sell local produce. Local businesses would be developed, 
respecting the interests of the community.  

·  A Glyn Daniel memorial. 
·  A daily bus service would discourage car use. 
·  A reduced carbon footprint for the village.   

 
 

Community Activities & Communication 
 
Commentary: 
Asked to describe advantages of living in Lampeter Velefrey, the strength of 
community feeling and friendliness of the local people is cited repeatedly. But apart 
from Church related activities, there are very few opportunities for people to meet 
and socialise together. Residents attend a wide variety of groups – from a Book Club 
to a Gardening Club - but all take place outside the village, as do educational 
classes, yoga, dance, music lessons and sport. 
 
Ironically, efforts to raise funds to restore the old School Room (below) have 
generated an even stronger community spirit which could be harnessed to great 
effect for the future of the village. However, the lack of a communal space for 
meetings and social events is currently a barrier to further development of 
community life. As one resident put it, ‘We have the people but no meeting place.’ 
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Over the past few years, the Playing Field Association has successfully organised 
events as diverse as a St David’s Day dinner and an Italian Evening. Raffles and 
book sales, Christmas bazaars and cake stalls have gradually raised funds towards 
restoring the old School Room. A local survey carried out in 2006 showed high 
support for re-establishing a community hall in the village and commitment to 
continue fund raising.  
 
However, the School Room is now closed due to its dilapidated state. It previously 
provided basic facilities, with a small kitchen and no toilets. A Feasibility Study, 
carried out in 2003 showed that modernisation was possible. The site, which 
includes a car park next to the Church, is owned by the Church in Wales and is 
leased to the Parochial Church Council.   
 
After years of effort and negotiation with the church authorities to establish legal 
ownership, last year there was an offer of a lease but the Community was given a 
very short time in which to respond.  
 
Some believe that the building should still be available to the community, whatever 
its condition, as it stands on a site that was bequeathed for the benefit of the 
community. The small group of local people who have contributed time and effort are 
disappointed and there is a sense of losing momentum. 
 
The alternative solution is to find another site and go through the process of 
designing and building a new hall. There are two fields on the eastern fringe of the 
village which are owned by the County Council and leased to the Playing Field 
Association and a local farmer respectively. The land lies within the village plan 
designated for housing. The County Council is currently undertaking a Housing 
Needs Survey in Lampeter Velfrey, so it would be timely to enquire whether there is 
potential to combine an affordable housing scheme with a community 
building/recreation area enterprise.    
 
Given a communal space, there is potential for all sorts of activities and groups to 
develop. Suggestions include a Mother and Toddler group; Luncheon club; film club; 
village bingo; exercise classes; evening classes to learn new skills; painting and craft 
sessions; Welsh classes and a variety of groups for young people including 
Brownies, Scouts and a Youth Club. A computer club, music club, a DJ mixing club; 
chess club and gardening club all featured during the workshops. There was a 
general desire to develop more local activities as a means of ‘increasing community 
involvement.’ 
 
There were suggestions of making a new Hall more of an enterprise, with flexible 
use sporting facilities, a shop and post office outlet. Local produce could be sold 
there and revenue generated through rental for wedding receptions and parties. 
Local people have a wide selection of skills, knowledge and experience which would 
contribute to such a venture. These range from bookkeeping, sales and running 
meetings to story telling, photography, country market administration, arts, craft and 
drama teaching. There was also a range of sporting knowledge and skills.  
 
The need for a village pub was mentioned on several occasions. Some communities 
have developed pub facilities on a local co-operative basis. Ambleston is currently 
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being assisted to research such a proposal. Others have incorporated them into a 
village hall facility. This could be part of a community enterprise.  
 
There was also interest in developing small business units, workshops and galleries. 
Replies to the questionnaire show that several people are interested in starting a 
business in the village but need support and funding advice.   
 
There is a dilemma regarding a community facility - retain the old School Room, 
restoring it to a usable condition or develop larger facility on a new site. 
 
The alternative of finding a new site and setting out on a much bigger project – a 
Lampeter Velfrey Community Resource Centre. This was discussed at the 
workshops but there would have to be total community support to achieve such a 
large project. One resident said, ‘the community is small but a lot of people know 
each other and can be encouraged to work together.’ Another commented that there 
is a ‘nucleus of people who care enough to change things.’ 
 
Any new Hall enterprise would be developed on sustainable principles. There is a 
real commitment to creating a building to be proud of with - rain water harvesting, 
solar energy; wind generators and recycling facilities.  
 
Local communication is generally good but residents feel there is room for 
improvement. Word of mouth, posters, the local press and radio are all used. There 
are a couple of local notice boards with the one near the Church quite well used.  
 
The Church newsletter, the ‘Grapevine’, is described as ‘excellent’ but is only 
circulated to church members and those that request it. There is a wish to improve 
communication in the village and this could be achieved through publishing a 
dedicated Lampeter Velfrey Newsletter, catering for the wide range of different ages, 
tastes and interests in the village.  
 
Proposals: 

·  Clarify with the church the future of the School Room and its availability, 
identify if there are other options– a small community space or a much larger 
community enterprise, including identifying if there is suitable land (e.g. asking 
the County Council for advice regarding land it might own in the village). 
o Discuss the community enterprise idea which would look at developing an 

all round community facility with shop, pub, sport and workshop facilities.  
o Consider best investment of funds raised by the local community and 

potential for match funding. 
·  Research funding opportunities currently available to communities. 
·  Hold meeting to discuss idea of a Lampeter Velfrey Newsletter. It would need 

a small editorial group to gather material on a variety of topics, to publish it 
and deliver it. There are plenty of people with skills to do this. 

·  Encourage wider membership of the Playing Fields Association or form a 
separate a Community Forum to cover all local interests and involve more  
residents in driving forward the Action Plan proposals 

 
 



 9 

Sport & Recreation 
 
Commentary: 
The only recreation space currently available in Lampeter Velfrey is a small play 
area (pictured below).  During discussions about a community hall facility, indoor 
sporting activities such as fitness classes, pool and badminton were mentioned. 
There is also a desire to see a range of outdoor sporting opportunities available 
within the village – participants currently travel to Narberth and use Bloomfield 
Community Centre.  

 
Ideas included making use of part of the County Council owned land and developing 
a multi use games area (MUGA) so that games such as basket ball and netball could 
be played, as well as football and rugby. A skate board area was also requested. 
 
Comments at the workshops included ‘there is nothing for teenagers to do, it can be 
boring’. There was also reference to the potential for the risk of alcohol abuse. They 
are keen to start a Youth Club and good sports facilities would help to provide a 
range of facilities for this age group and develop sporting skills in younger children. 
 
Young people want much better play facilities with easy maintenance safety surfaces 
for children of all ages and abilities. They listed their ideas at a special ‘Play Area’ 
consultation run by the Princes’ Trust as part of the overall visioning process.  
 
These included many of the above plus a ‘zip line’; see saw, spider web climbing 
frame; ‘flying saucer’; roundabout, ‘proper swings’; stepping stones; monkey bars; 
‘taller slides’; ‘wooden items’ and ‘springers.’ Seating and some sort of shelter were 
also mentioned. 
 
Proposals: 

·  Support the Playing Fields Association in its efforts to help the community. 
·  Clarify future plans for local amenity land.  
·  Request meeting with County Council’s sport development officer regarding 

the potential for a games area. 
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·  Work with young people to re-develop the play area to include a range of 
equipment and to meet current health and safety standards. 

 

Environment, Enhancement & Recycling 
 
Commentary: 
The local environment is regarded as a great asset by residents who are keen to 
enjoy and protect it. Among Lampeter Velfrey’s strengths, workshop participants 
highlighted ‘open farmland’; ‘the river’ and ‘lakes with bird life’; otter holts, kites, 
badger sets, fox earths and 60 species of birds spotted at Penderry.’  
 
Grassy wetlands and meadows are good habitats for butterflies and the Tir Gofal 
scheme is regarded as good for encouraging ‘species rich grasslands’.  There is 
general awareness of the environmental importance of the area and pride in the 
Penderry Forest School which ‘teaches hundreds of kids to be eco friendly. Many 
saw nesting kites through the spotting scope.’  

 
There are few green areas in the village, apart from a small planted border near the 
play area that was established following the last Action Plan. There is general 
interest in keeping the village clean, free of litter and dog fouling.  
 
Suggestions for improving its appearance included ‘get rid of all the wires and posts 
– electricity and phone – bury them.’ This has been achieved in a number of village 
enhancement schemes, most recently at Maenchlochog.  
 
The local public rights of way network is popular but there are concerns over 
maintenance of the Landsker Borderlands trail. Local people say that visitors 
sometimes complain about its condition but there are no specific criticisms. 

TThhee  vvii ll llaaggee  hhaass  aa  ssppeeccttaaccuullaarr  ccoouunntt rryyssiiddee  sseett tt iinngg  
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There is interest in forming a Walking Group to enjoy the local environment and its 
associated history. Even some of the stiles, built in stone and slate, have historical 
significance. Their maintenance is also an issue, which might be assisted by 
volunteer time, in collaboration with landowners and with advice from the county 
council.  
 
A Walking Group would provide a social focus and encourage healthy exercise.  
Steps to Health walking groups have become very popular. Participants feel 
confident to walk in a group situation where they are sure of the route. Walkers find it 
a great way of keeping fit and learning much more about their local patch. 
 
Recycling is popular and the community is served by the County Council’s ‘orange 
bag’ scheme but residents feel that more recycling facilities are required. There are 
no recycling facilities in the village which is seen as a definite disadvantage – the 
ability to at least recycle bottles would be appreciated. 
 
There is considerable interest in renewable energy and the potential for a community 
scheme which would promote all things sustainable from rainwater recycling, to solar 
and wind energy. This was discussed in relation to proposals for a new village hall 
and also on an individual householder basis. Some residents are already employing 
sustainable principles into the design and running of their homes.   
 
All of these interests could be covered by forming a local Environment Group that 
would meet regularly - inviting speakers to provide advice on various topics. The 
group could also undertake practical works, such as path surveys and encourage 
local young people to get involved. 
 
There is good support available to such groups. PLANED’s Valuing the Environment 
officer works with local environment groups, providing training and support. The 
Pembrokeshire Biodiversity Officer will assist in carrying out habitat and species 
audits; the County Council will give advice and support for rights of way issues. 
There is also a variety of funds available for community environment projects. 
 
Proposals: 

·  Form an Environment Group to provide information on a range of topics 
including local biodiversity, public rights of way, gardening, alternative sources 
of energy and recycling  
o Walking enthusiasts could survey paths and undertake improvements. 

Circular routes could be way marked to encourage locals and visitors to 
explore the locality and enjoy its heritage. This would ensure the paths 
were kept in good condition and provide health benefits.  

·  Work with local landowners and appropriate agencies to ensure an informed 
and effective approach to public rights of way matters. 
o Encourage interest in gardens.  
o Explore the potential for allotments. Gardeners could pool knowledge and 

sell produce locally.  
o Support local growers and producers – buy locally if possible. 
o Review energy efficiency on a personal and community level and take 

steps to raise awareness and save energy in every way possible. 
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o Review Recycling practice in the community. 
·  Support a ‘Tidy Village’ scheme - organise a ‘village walk about’ to map out 

areas for improvements, such as planting, seating, wildlife gardens etc. 
·  Work with local contractors and volunteers to carry out improvements – all 

licenses and permissions to be secured first - PLANED can help with this. 
 

Heritage, History & Culture 
 
Commentary: 
Heritage and history are an important part of Lampeter Velfrey’s identity and local 
people are keen to record and conserve it. A village leaflet was published and a 
history panel sited near the Church in response to proposals in the first Action Plan. 
 
Workshop participant described wishing to preserve local heritage and expressed 
interest in forming a history group and enjoying walks to local places of interest. This 
could be achieved by developing a Heritage Trail.  
 
This might feature the church 
(opposite), chapels at Brynsion, 
Carvan and Glanrhyd as well as 
Neolithic remains and other interesting 
features. This would tie in with the 
interest in forming a Walking Group 
(see Environment section). Some 
communities have developed this sort 
of trail with a ‘passport’ system that 
enables the walker to stamp a card at 
each of the places featured on the 
trail. 
 

 
 
Other interesting features include 
kilns, mills and interesting old 
houses, all of which are visible from 
local public paths. This would be an 
opportunity for history enthusiasts 
to combine forces with walkers to 
design a route.  
 
 

IIttss  aarrcchhiitteeccttuurree  aanndd  tthhee  wwaall lleedd  ggaarrddeennss  aarree  ooff   
hhiissttoorr iiccaall  iinntteerreesstt 

LLaammppeetteerr  HHoouussee    
iiss  aa  ssoouurrccee  ooff   ccoommmmuunniittyy  pprr iiddee  
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It is clear from the workshops and questionnaire responses that local people are 
keen on health and fitness, spending hours each week walking and gardening. A 
Heritage Trail would combine enjoyment of the environment with promoting 
awareness and enjoyment of local heritage. 
 
Proposals: 

·  Explore the potential for formation of a Local History Group. 
·  Organise a local ‘Sense of Place’ history exhibition to promote interest and 

encourage people of all ages to get involved in whatever capacity.  
·  Develop a Heritage Trail along quiet lanes and public rights of way - in liaison 

with the local landowners.  
·  Organise an Audit of local historical features – help is available from Cambria 

Archaeology’s Ancient Sites and Monuments register and publish a guide. 
·  Create an ongoing collection of photographs and memorabilia of local life – 

interview people who have memories of an earlier era. 
·  Seek advice, training and support from various agencies, including the 

County’s Museums and Cultural Services Department, the National Park 
Authority and PLANED’s Heritage Training programme. 

 

Transport, Traffic & Highways 
 
Commentary: 
Most residents have to park their cars outside homes at night as there is no public 
parking. This gives the street a ‘cluttered’ look and is considered to be a safety 
hazard.  
 
Lampeter Velfrey has no public transport so residents rely on their cars and this 
often means more than one per household. They even need a car to get to the 
railway stations at Narberth and Whitland.   
 
Other road safety issues were raised by workshop participants, particularly the 
increasing volume and speed of traffic through the village.  Some feel that there is a 
need for traffic calming measures. 
 
Responses to the questionnaire suggested that local people would use public 
transport if it were available at convenient times. They are concerned about the 
impact of cars on the environment and feel that a local bus service would also have 
a social aspect. 
 
The idea of alternative transport, such as cycling and walking, is popular but there is 
concern about safety as the local lanes are narrow and speeding can be a problem. 
 
Ideally, an integrated transport system would operate with co-ordinated bus and train 
times to encourage easy use and reduction in car use. 
 
It would also be advisable to check out the Country Car system which assists 
residents who need to travel to hospitals or make other necessary journeys. It would 
particularly benefit older people who would have a local transport contact. These 
measures would lessen the amount of car journeys, so reducing carbon emissions. 
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It was suggested that electricity and telephone cables should be laid underground. 
 
Proposals: 
Support the Community Council to work on highways matters including:   

·  Contacting Pembrokeshire Transport Co-ordinator to discuss an integrated 
transport policy, taking into account bus routes and rail times. Measures 
would include bus shelters, clear timetables and carriage of  bicycles on 
public transport 

·  Holding a meeting to discuss parking issues and explore any opportunities to 
lease land for car parking. Talk to farmers and landowners. 

·  Carrying out simple survey to investigate car sharing possibility eg there may 
be several people travelling to Haverfordwest or Carmarthen who could share.  

·  Assessing interest in a community transport scheme, including the Bloomfield 
Dial a Ride service. 

·  Investigating Country Cars scheme to provide wider range of transport 
options. 

·  Request the County Council for traffic calming measures. 
·  Considering the potential for under-grounding utility cables. 
·  Explore the possibility of off road parking.  

 

Housing & Services 
 
Commentary: 
Responses to the community questionnaire suggest that the majority of people who 
responded have lived in the community all of their lives. Newer residents moved in 
for a variety of reasons but mainly related to the high quality environment and 
opportunity for a change of lifestyle. 
 
Local people want a balance between retaining the current size and identity of their 
village, with provision of affordable homes for first time buyers or Housing 
Association rental. Loss of young people and their skills is perceived as a threat to 
the future development of the community. 
  
Affordable housing (and employment) is needed if young 
people are to have a chance of working and living in the 
area where they were born and brought up. This would also 
help to keep the community vibrant with a range of ages. 
 
A Housing Needs Survey is being carried out by the County 
Council and there is interest in finding out more about the 
unitary development plan, particularly the potential of the 
land already mentioned -on the eastern fringe of the village.  
 
Lampeter Velfrey’s local services include a mobile library. 
Fresh produce, including eggs and vegetables, are 
available. Residents are keen to support local producers 
and service providers. 
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Proposals: 
·  Support the Community Council to: 

o Look at future housing strategy with the County Council. 
o Ensure everyone is aware of the  Housing Needs Survey. 
o Support provision of affordable housing for first time buyers. 
 

·  Support enterprise and provision of services at local level. 
·  Work with PLANED’s Area Enterprise Group to look at the economic aspect of 

the wider area and measures that can be taken to develop local enterprise 
opportunities.  

 

Implementation/Activity Groups 
 
 
In order that the Action Plan can be progressed effectively it is proposed to work 
through a Community Forum – an umbrella body with representatives from the 
Community Council, all local organisations and the County Council. This could be 
the existing community association with a renewed mission. Working Groups would 
progress the proposals – reporting back to the whole Community Forum – and in 
consultation with the relevant providers, for example the Highway Authority. 
 
The Working Groups could be centred on:  

·  Community - facilities, activities and communications. 
·  Environment - including rights of way, energy & waste   
·  Heritage, History and Culture.  
·  Support the Community Council to look at 

o Transport, Traffic & Highways  
o Housing & Services. 

 
It is important that the Groups would: 

·  Work within the agreed Action Plan and report to the main Forum –  
·  Work with existing groups and organisations, including the Community 

Council and other local authorities. 
·  Meet on a regular basis – at least four times a year.  
·  Keep the broader community informed of progress. 

      
Support, advice and funding would be 
offered by PLANED and partner 
organisations to help progress the 
Action Plan proposals. In certain 
instances, local proposals might feed 
into wider area strategies which 
would be supported by Area 
Enterprise Groups. 

TThhee  eeaasstteerrnn  aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  LLaammppeetteerr  


